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Background

• Labec ODH50 Superior 
Dehydrating Oven 

• 507 L capacity

• Used to ascertain the ‘dry 
weight’ of samples
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Procedures and Training
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The controller has been calibrated at 100°C 
(or 150°c for 300°c model ovens) and before 
any adjustments to temperature settings 
are made allow the oven temperature to 
stabilise for at least one hour. 

It must be set to slightly above the desired 
setpoint temperature and will prevent 
overheating. It will maintain the temp you 
set on the thermostat.

Turn the dial anticlockwise again until it is 
slightly above the temperature at which 
point you noted the chamber switched off.



ALARM 
SET THE ALARM OVER 
TEMPERATURE BY HOLDING SET 
FOR 6 SECONDS AND SET “AL1” 
FOR SAFETY OVERHEAT 
PROTECTION. PRESS ONCE TO 
STORE SET VALUE THEN HOLD 
SET FOR 6 SECONDS TO RETURN 
TO MAIN MENU. THIS WILL 
CONTROL AT “AL1” SHOULD 
THE HEATERS FAIL ON.



Oven was supposed to operate at 60 
degrees C, however the temperature 
was much higher, hot enough to ignite 
the paper layers between specimens.



Learnings
• Low risk equipment

• Engineering control relied on an administrative control

• Although low risk, the potential impact was significant

• Administrative controls in place were sufficient if followed

• Commissioning process

• Instruction to users

• Modification to current work practices


